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Taxes not Grievous, &c. 
| HE univerſal Talk of Peace, makes 
the Man be eſteem'd ſtupid that any 
longer doubts that a Negotiation 1s 

on Foot, 


Her Maj EST x's admirable Wiſdom, and 
Her zealous Affection to Her People, have been 
ſo Conſpicuous in a Ten Years Experience of 
the moſt Happy Government that ever Peo- 
ple were bleſs'd with; that there is no room 
for the leaſt Doubt, while Her MajzsTyY 
ſits on the Throne, that any Treaty can be 
Proceeded in, that brings not with it a per- 
lect Security, and a durable Peace to the 
Nation. Nor that a peace will be Delay'd 
a Day longer than it can be had with Ho- 
nour. | AG 
Bu x becauſe *tis ſo very much in Mens 
7 Mouths, That the Taxes are already fo griev- 

* A 2 * 7 
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cus, and the Means of raiſing more, fo ex- 


hauſted; that Peace muſt be had upon 
beſt Terms we can: I will take the Li 
to ſhew the Falſhood of this Aſſertion. 


I undertake for theſe Two Reaſons ; 


the 
Vhich 


I. Ir this Doctrine be believ'd by our 
Enemy Abroad, it muſt neceſſarily make him 
che Jacke in his Tem. 


II. Tux Belief of this will make the Peo- 
ple at Home the more Reſty and Impatient, 
# Her MAIEST＋T v be oblig'd to break off the 
Negotiation, 05 


LET us therefore Enquire, How and 
wherein theſe Taxes are ſo burdenſome, and 
who they are that are afflicted by them. In 
Which Enquiry, I doubt not in the plaineft 
manner to Evince, That not only none among 
us are any ways afflicted by the Taxes; but 
alſo, That the War has produc'd an addition | 
of great and laſting Advantages to the People 
of this Nation, with reſpect to Wealth; over 
and. above Liberty and a Security in our 
Properties. 


Firſt then, LeTus ſee, who they are that have 

_ Cauſe to Grumble at the Taxes. And that a 
fall Enquiry may be made, we will Confider the 
whole Body of the People in theſe Six 0 : | 

I, Ihe 


* 


ur 
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1. The Landed Men. 2. Clergy. 3. Mer» © 


chants. 4. Manufacturers. 5. Shopkeepers. 
And, 6. Farmers. ao 


I. The Landed Men have indeed ſuffer'd 
by the long continuance of 4s. in the Pound 
Rent. But it muſt be Remember'd, That 
this high Rate goes not through the Kingdom. 
The Mid- land Counties round about London, 
commonly calPd the Aſſociated Counties, may 
indeed Pay fo much; but the more remote 
diminiſh gradually, fo as to Pay in the moſt 


diſtant not much above One Shilling. And to 


the Complaints of theſe Gentlemen of the Af 
ſociated Counties, the Northern and Weſtern 
Men Anſwer, That you are near the very 
reat Market of London, which gives you con- 
ant readyMoney, and a good Price for your 
Corn and Cattel: Whereas, ſay they, we for 
want of that Convenience, are fain to Lett 
our Land in ſmall Farms, and take what we 
can get for our Rent, Whether this Argu- 
ment be true or not, does not concern me, 
and is only put in by the by, in anſwer to the 
common Clamour on that Account. What 
concerns my Argument, is notorious Fact; 
namely, That 'tis not halt the Lands in the 
Kingdom that Pay 45. in the Pound; and 
that, perhaps, if it were reduc'd to an Aver- 
age, not 25, in the Pound Rent is paid in the 
whole. But to even the Gentlemen that Pay 
| the 


66) 
the full 4 c. tis eafy to anſwer, That the Land 
is theirs for ever, and it belongs to them to De- 
fend it. Tis well known, Ours is not a Quar- 
rel of Ambition or Humour; but a Conteſt 
in Defence of all the Property and all the Li- 
berty the Nation poſſeſſes. And if this War 
had not been carry'd on, Go D knows who 
had poſſeſsd theſe Lands at this time. How- 
ever, as hard as the Tax ſeems, there is ſcarce 
any Man that Pays it, but actually has, or 
might if he would, have improv'd his Land 


Joas to raiſe the Rent of it near upon as much 


as the Tax amounts to. For 'tis well known, 
the extraordinary Exportation of Corn by 
reaſon of the War, has given room for the Im- 
provement of Tillage extreamly, Wherefore, 
before theſe Gentlemens Complaints are liſt- 
ned to, it ought to be Enquir'd, Whether 
theſe Improvements are not a kualhy made, or 
if the want of 'em be not owing to Lazyneſs 
or Ill-Husbandry. And withal, let it be con- 
ſicder'd, That even without Improvement, the 
Corn that did grow hath yielded a much 
greater Price ſince the War, and by reaſon of 
the great Armies in Flanders and Spain, than it 
could poſſibly have done if the War had not 
been. n 


II. Tar Clergy: Theſe Gentlemen have in- 
deed iuſt cauſe of Complaint; For they being 
but Tenar is for Life, ought not to be put 

3 | upon 
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upon the ſame Foot in Taxations with Here- 
ditary Freeholdets. And if they are Tax'd 
any where to the full, I think the Commi{- 
ſioners and Aſſeſſors are much to blame, ſince 
Neighbours Fare has all along been held juſt 
in the Taxations; and how they can exert 
a Power of -receding from the Rigour of the 
Law in favour of the Layety without ex- 
— it towards the Clergy too, I cannot 
ee. 


III. Taz Merchants: Theſe Gentlemen may 
have alſo Cauſe to think the War burdenſome ; 
and the Taxes laid on Imported Goods to Pay 
the Charge of it, | pave wt For, they fay, 
1. We are exceedingly reſtrain'd in our Trade, 
and our Voyages are tedious and precarious. 
2. The Duties to be paid are fo large, that 
 now-a-days it requires double the Stock to 
carry on the ſame Trade as formerly. And, 
3. That the Duty periſhes with the Commo- 
dity either in Hand or in our Books, where- 
by our Loſs is exceedingly increasd. To this 
it is Anſwer'd in the Common Voice: If the 
Trade be Reſtrain'd, and the Loſſes many, 
the Price of the Commoditie that comes in 
ſafe, is ſo inlarg'd in the Market, as to make 
amends for it; That the Duty is always con- 
ſider'd with Intereſt in the Sale of the Com- 
modity ; and as for Periſhing, it is what the 
were always liable to. I cannot fay theſe 

Anſwers 
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Anſwers are powerful _—; but they ate 
ſuch as ſatisſy the Country Gentlemen, who 
are the People that impoſe thoſe Duties, and 


ſo muſt paſs. 


IV. T xt Mechanicks or Manufacturers: 
Theſe may ſomewhat ſuffer in the Duties and 
Exciſes; thoſe upon Coals and Candles muſt 
affect the Manufacturers, who ate oblig'd to 
make long Day's-work in the Winter- time, 
and whoſe Work is perform'd by Fire: Thoſe 
upon Leather, Salt, &c. affect ſome Manu- 
facturers, and all that have large Families; 
but a Refund is allow'd in the Price of the 
Commodity, where Leather is part of the 
Compoſition, or Coals us'd in making it. 
And it muſt be allow'd, that the Conſumpti- 
on of theſe two Commodities, together with 
Salt, Pepper, Fruit, Cc. in the Family, is not 
enough to make the Duty ve f Chargeable. 
Nay, even the great one of all, the ſeveral 
Exciſes on Liquors and tlie materials of 
which they are made, is not à grievous Tax 
upon the lower People, who are the chief 
Conſumers of that Commodity ; for- it muſt 
be remember'd, That the Two-penny Pot of 
Ale before theſe Additional Exciſes were laid 
on, was not much above a fourth part bigget 
than the Three-half-penny Pot is now-a-days. 
And as for the Three-pence per Barrel Addi- 
tio a upon Small-Beer, it is too inconſiderable 

to 


11 


K ˖; 2 
to'be mention d as burdenſome. The Win- 
"dow-Tax, upon thoſe Manufacturers who 


are ſorc d to have la wy Houſes for the room 


-neceſſary, in their Trade, may be calld,a 
Grief by HIlnatur'd Men: But they may 
'be put in mind, That the Chimney- 
Money before the War began, was a 
much larger Tax ypon them. In ſhort, 
J cannot ſee that the Manufacturers are 
liable to Taxes that are grievous, or ſuch 
as they cannot bear without hurting their 
Families. | 


Bur what this Order of. Men have 
more to complain of, is, The want of 
Trade, and thereby the want of Work, 
by reaſon of the War. How juſt, Cauſe 
there is for this, Complaint, I dare, not 
„ X - » Þ Z. by 

pretend to judge; Popular Cry, and the 
Number of Poor ſeem to juſtify it. But 
ys this Complaint will be found un- 
Fi if it be duely conſider'd; 1. That 
divers MatufaRtures are greatly increas'd 

| by the making Utenſils for che Service 
of the War. And, 2. That divers new 


— 


4 


Manufactures are introduc'd into the 
Nation, and others n and 
increas d, ſince, and, by reaſon of the 
War. Thus great Quantities, of Fine 
Glaſs, Hatts, Paper, Linen, Wrought- 

B Silks 
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their Expences by reaſon of the Taxes 
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Silks, and divers other Home made Com- 


modities, are now. us'd here, and Ex- 


ported hence, that before the War us'd to 
be all brought from Foreign Countries. 
Beſides, that the great Vent of our Ma- 
nufactures in Portugal, which is become a 


mighty Article of Profit to the Nation, 


1s wholly owing to the War, I fay, 
when theſe are duely conſider'd ; it will, 
I believe, be found, That in the main, 
near upon, if not quite as many Hands 
are now Imploy'd in Manufactures as 
there were before the War began. And 


that the. Reaſon. of the Poor falling up- 


on the Publick ſor Maintenance, muſt 
be the unskilfulneſs of thoſe Wretches 


in turning their Hands from the Im- 
ployments they were brouglit up to, to 


others that are now in Vogue. 


I hope, it will now be granted, That 
the Taxes are not ſo burdenſome upon 
the Manufacturers as to create Compaſ- 


ſion enough to make us over-haſty in Fi- 
niſhing the War. 


V. Shopkeepers : Theſe to be ſure 


muſt ſuffer by the War, on ſeveral 


Accounts, vis. The Gentry abating in 


they 
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they Pay, much abates the Shopkeepers | 
Trade. The Money that People put into 
the Publick Funds, makes 'em neglect to 
Pay Tradeſmen, and forbear Buying what 
they would otherwiſe. The high Duties 
upon Commodities increaſes the Shop- 
keepers Stock, without | increaſing pro- 
portionably his Profit. And the Duty 
periſhing with the Goods, ſo much the 
more increaſes- his Loſs. Yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all this, it may be obſerv'd, That 
Shopkeepers flouriſh, their Shops are bet- 
ter furniſh'd and make greater ſhow than 
ever: And therefore either their Induſtry 
is greater, or their Trade is better than 
formerly. And upon the whole, it will 
hardly be allow'd, that the Taxes hurt 
them ſo much as to occaſion a too haſty 
Peace for their Relief. Tr 


Bur it is objected, That the great 
Numder of Bankrupts is a crying Cala- 
mity, and owing to the War. To this 


tis Anſwer'd, That if the War be con- 


W cern'd in the Bankrupcies, 'tis but oblique- 
iy; for the Loſſes at Sea is the reaſon of ve- 
ry few of them. The true Cauſe of the 
many Bapkrupts, is the Hardineſs and 
lemerity of Unskilful Traders, who 
nake too much haſte to be Rich. The 
; B 2 Wealthy 


(12) 
Wealthy Merchants, who us'd to car- 
ry on Foreign Trade, have ſince the 
War with-held their Hand that way, and 
have rather contented , themſelves with a. 
leſſer Profit with ſafety in the Publick. 
Funds. This leaving a Chaſm in Trade, 
others undertook to fill, the place, Who 
enter'd with ſmall Stock, no Skill, and 
perhaps much Knavery ; and if they ſqon. 
run themſelves a- ground, it is not much 


\ 


to be wonder'd at. 


VI. Laſtly, TE Farmers: Theſe have 
been fo entirely excusd from Taxes; all 
this while, except tlioſe on Malt and Hops 
may be ſaid to be theirs, wherein too they 

are refunded" in the Sale of the Commo- 
dity ; and on the other-hand their Corn 
haas born ſo much better a Price during 
. this War, than they can hope it ſhall | 
when the Armies are remov'd from Flanu- 
ders, that it cannot be ſuppos'd they are 


. 


anxious for Peace, 


I hope, what I have faid will be al- 
low'd to Evince, That theſe Orders only 
have any juſt Cauſe to Complain of the 
War: namely, the LAN DUE D MEN, the 
CLERGY, and the MERCHANTS: . 

. To 
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Ho the. firſt, it muſt be ſaid, That it 


very. ill becomes them to appear impa- 
tient under a War ſo Juſt and-ſo Succeſs. 
ful as this is, at a Time when our Vi- 
cdories ha ve brought our Armies into the 


Enemy's Country; and when by erecting 


the. South-Sea Company, we are going to 
give a mortal Stab to the laſt Reſource 
dur Enemy has. Alas! If by tos much 
Haſte a Peace be made which leaves our 
Enemy any poſſibility of Affronting us- 
a few. Years hence, tis theſe Gentlemen 
that will moſt ſeverely feel the Egects 
of it; their Land is unremovable, and 
that Part that now Pays the largeſt Taxes, 
will be that which will moſt Feel an E- 
nemy's Plunder. : | 

. Secondly, To the .Clergy I can offer 
no Excuſe ;. but - muſt in common ſu- 
{tice joyn. with them in. Complaint. - *Tis 
hard, that ſo Learned a Body of Men, 
who in their Excellent. Writings and 
Preachings deſerve ſo well of the Nation, 
ſhould. be the only Men us'd hardly in 
Taxation. Are not Firſt-fruits, Broad - 
Seals, Faculties, Cc. at entring upon a 


Living, enough, but Four Pound Stamps 
muſt be added? Are not Tenths, and the 


| great 
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great deficiency in Tythes ſufficient, but 
that Four Shillings in the Pound muſt be 
added, even altho* their Eftates are ſo 
far from being Hereditary, that a Son 
is not allow'd to ſucceed his Father, 
altho' voluntarily Preſented by the Pa- 
tron, without a Royal Licenſe ? In {hort, 
We ſeem. to have been provoking the 
Clergy to Diſgrace themſelves by ſhew- 
ing that they are but Men, and ſubject 
to Paſſions, and then Rail at them for 
being ſo. And if this has at laſt brought 
an Evil upon us, we muſt &en thank 
ourſelves. 8 


To the Merchants I can only ſay, 
That we ought to be ſorry that the Pub- 
Iick Occalions have led us to lay ſuch 
heavy Duties at the Cuſtom-Houſe, which 
we are ſenſible will always cramp Trade, 
and beat out of Uſe divers Commodities 
whereon good Profit was made. And 
we mult at the ſame time make the Mer- 
chants this honeſt Complement, That as 
much as they ſuffer by the War, they are 
leaſt Clamorous for Peace; which I take 
to be the effect of their good Judgments. 


They know well, That if a Treaty be 


Concluded which leaves the Enemy the 
leaſt Power of Breaking, it will not be 
a 


8 (15) 
a Peace; for tho Commerce be thereby 


Open'd, they muſt Trade, as the 1/ratlites 
Built, with Swords in their Hands. 


I deſire now, any Man of Judgment 
or Thought to ſay, Whether the Taxes 
are ſo Grievous as to cauſe an immature- 
Peace? 


Io Proceed now to the Sgcoxp Head 
I propos'd ; namely, That this War has 
produc'd great and laſting Advantages to 
the People over and above Liberty, and a 
Security of our Properties. 


Tk Advantages I propound to Speak 
to, ſhall be confin'd to the Article of 
Wealth; as being that which moſt gene- 
rally affects: For to talk to the Common 
People of the great Honour our Nation 
will gain by a Happy Iſſue of this War, 
1s to ſpeak to little purpoſe. Neither will 
they be much affected by being told, That 
the Publick Stock is mightily. increas'd, I 

mean, our Navy Royal, our Artillery, Ar- 
morys, Cr. by this War. Nor will. they 
be made ſenſible of the Advantage the Na- 
tion has receiv'd by the War, in Breeding 
up ſuch a Number of Brave Officers; and 
Teaching us the Military Art to Perfecti- 
Ol. 
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on. To Proceed tbeteſore to the Matter | 
of \Wealth. | 


I. T HE New 8 and the 
great Tmprovettient and Increafe of 
others, during this War- tifnie; And Which 
is entirely owing to the War, which de- 

ny'd acceſs to thoſe Commodities from 
Abroad, will continue for ever, and be 
bo fo much Addition to the Itiploynert of 
1 ; vur own Hands. 


IT. Tar Improvement bf elke 
that has = made ſince the War, will 
be a durable Benefit to us after it; for 
Corn being hereby producd in greater 
Quantities, will always be much more 
Exported than formerly: And Fioluni is 
a Market at our Door which will alway 
Buy off as much as you will be willing 
to Sell, at an equal Price with that fetch 
from the Baltick. 


III. Tyz New-found-Land Fiſhery , 
which we have reaſon! to Hope, we ſhall 
recover the Monopoly of, will "be a _— 4 
ous Addition to the Wealth of tlie 
tion. 
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TV. T xz Effect of the Taxes, is the 
Produce of a New and very Conſiderable 
Eſtate to the People. I mean, the Pub- 
lick Funds: Theſe afford a much larger 
Intereſt for Money, and much better Se- 
curity for Principal, than formerly could be 
had. And at the ſame time, the great va- 
riety of Securities afford Purchaſe to all De- 
orees of Buyers,from a Ten Pound Lottery 
icket, to Ten thouſand Pounds Stoe 
in the South-Sea Trade, Eaft-India Trade, 
Bank, Annuities, & And herein the 
Security is not only better, but the In- 


treſt higher, than can be had in Pri- 


vate Hands, Six per Cent. is given by the 
State, and the Occaſions of Sellers will 
generally give room ſo to Purchaſe as 
to make Seyen, or more per Cent. per. 
Annum. Whereby it is in the Power of 


% 
— 


every Man that Pays Taxes, to Refund 
himſelf by the extraordinary Intereſt he 


may make of a ſmall Sum of Money 
in putting it into the Funds. And more- 
over, The Honeſt Induſtrious Man, who 
having acquir'd a little Money more than 


his Occaſions in the way, of Buſineſs call 


for, is willing to make a little Advan- 
tage of it for the Benefit of his Chil- 


Aren, has now no longer need of go- 
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ing in Queſt of Security, or courting a 


Rich Man to give him Five per Cent. 


Intreſt; he has now an undubitable Se- 


curity, for the whole Nation is bound 
for it; and larger Intreſt than he could 
ever before have ſafely made. In this 
Article the People gain almoſt Four Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds per Annum; for ſo 
much the over Intereſt amounts to; and 
is apparantly an Additional Eſtate given 
to Induſtrious Men. And it muſt be ob- 
ſerv'd further, That this is as much as all 
the dead unrefundable Taxes amount to; 
I mean, Coals, Candles, Windows, Salt, 


c. 


Bur I know I ſhall be call'd upon 
to Prove, that this Over-Intereſt amounts 


to ſo much: Ard muſt therefore exhibit 


a Liſt of the Annuities and other Payments 
Annually Paid out of the Exchequer to 
thoſe Private Perſons or Communities 
that have Depoſited Money there. Which 
take as follows. | 


The 


1 
48 Enacted by Parliament. 


The firſt Annuities in 1692. upon the Exciſe, 


The Annual Payments made at the Exchequer 


124,866 


pcs in the ſame, ——— dne 
To fill up the * in Annuities, — 
imes, 13, 
Reverſions, at ſeveral times, — 0 37,459 
2,093 | 
To the Bank on its Firſt Eſtabliſhment, ioo, ooo 
The 37001. per Week on Exciſe, beſides 
the Annuities 2* Anne, For the Old 97,776 
6 „ 1 Sc. a | : 
To the Eaſt-India Company, on Salt an | 
| > ris — * * ; 8 : 60,009 
ANNUITIES, Viz, 1* Ame — 3,848 
| „ Mn 94,624. 
3* Anne 46,000 
4* Anne 184,243 
5% Ann = 72,187 
6% Anne 40, ooo 
6 Anne iterum. 380, ooo 
8 Anne 9 per g 
Cent, 32 Years move 
The Window Tax for Circulating Exche- 
quer Bills, To the Bank, | 112,069 
To the Bank on Doubling their Stock. 150,009 
To the Lottery, 4 1710. Addit. Window- 
Tax, &c. | Of ; { STEP 135,090 
To the Lottery, 4 1711, Leather, Sc. 135,000 
To the 2d. Lottery, vul2s, Claſſes. A* 1711. 186,670 
To the Bank for making Specie Exche- 2 # 
. - wer Mills. * 5 ETHOS 
To the South-Sea Company, 568,279 
2,463,587 
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Our of this Sum of Two Millions 
and almoſt Half we will dedu& Three 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds upon Account 
of the Sums which are ſunk at laſt, as the 
Annuities and Lotteries,for laying upto ſup- 
ply the Principal, which Proportion is more 
than enough. There will then ſtill re- 
main near I'wenty-two Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds for Simple Intereft at Six per Cent. 
out of which we will deduct One per Cent. 
for Profit; becauſe upon Mortgages, and 
ſuch ſort of firm Securities, there hatir of 
late Years, but Five per Cent. been paid, 
and then there will appear an Additional 
Intereſt beyond what could be had upon 
good Security elſewhere, of above Three 
Hundred and Sixty Thouſand Pounds per 


Annum. 
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So that upon the whole, I think it 
may be fairly faid, That the Exchequer 

is a Grand Inſurance-Office for the Im- 
provement of Money, wherein every In- 
duſtrious Man may have his Share of the 
Advantage. And it is of the Importance 
that Forty Millions is worth, to Main- 
tain this Office in the ſame Form it now 


ſtands. Which, I ſuppoſe, every — 
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will grant is not to be done but by a 


Firm, very Firm Peace; ſuch an One às 
will put it perfectly out of the Power of 


the French King ever to impoſe the Pre- 


tender upon Us. 


I Hors, by this time, the Bugbear 
of Heavy Taxes is remov'd from our Sight, 
and that our Eyes may be rather turn'd 
upon the Advantages in ſafely Improv- 
ing our Money, which the War hath 
produc'd to us. And I think this Con- 
cluſion cannot be deny'd, namely, That 
the ſame Wiſdom and Benign ProvidenCe, 
which hath ſhewn us the Means of Car- 
rying on the War Nine Years, with fo 
little Grief and Oppreſſion to the People, 
will not deſert us, if it be found neceſ- 
ſary to Continue it another Year. : 


Ir therefore our Enemy be Obſtinate, 
and will not Agree to thoſe Terms which 
Her Sacred MAI EST (in whoſe Hands 
we are undoubtedly fafe) ſball think fit 
to Inſiſt upon, let us not in our Folly be 
Waſpiſh and Diſcontented ; remembring, 
that our Good Qu zex has no Views but 
the Welfare of Her People; nor no Ends 
to purſue by continuing the War unne- 
1 5 . FW ceſſarily: 


801d be any a Woch, if a Safe © Var 
Good Peace can be had now; ſo on the 
: ather-hand, let not the miſtaken N orion 
; of the Faxes being IO cauſe it to 
, | be Concluded e 5 
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